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Letter from the Editor:
“I think we should be leaving now.”
“Yeah, that’s probably a good idea.” 
— Pulp Fiction
It’s August, which means it’s offi  cially the time of year to celebrate (hey, it’s my birthday!)—though it’s also the 
time of year for me to turn the great frozen donkey wheel 
we keep in the dark room (Lost, anyone?) and offi  cially 
hand over the reigns to The Other Press to the next editor 
in chief. A few people have asked me if I’m sad to leave 
this basement ghetto that I’ve called home for the last 
three years; the honest answer is no. Not because I didn’t 
learn almost everything I know about writing, editing, 
management, and social politics here, and not because I 
didn’t meet some of my best friends and worst enemies 
here. I’m not sad to leave because I couldn’t think of a 
better time to go, or a better cast of characters to leave The 
Other Press with.
I vividly remember my fi rst Other Press collective meeting: 
I was so nervous. I had spent months quietly psyching 
myself up to go to a meeting, and then bailing at the last 
minute for fear of ridicule. Unfortunately, this strategy 
wasn’t getting me very far in my quest to become a 
professional writer, so I eventually allowed my good friend 
Jenn Markham to drag my anxious ass down to room 
1020. I immediately knew I was home. Sure, it still took me 
weeks to actually write anything, but there was something 
about being—for the fi rst time in my life—surrounded by 
people that wanted to write. This was also the day that I 
met Jacey Gibb. He was wearing signature plaid, had very 
little facial hair, and he smiled at me in a way that I’ve since 
come to realize means, “Well, this is weird. But we’re in this 
together.”
Starting in September, Jacey will be the editor in chief of 
The Other Press. He’s smart, he’s sassy, he’s opinionated, 
and he’s going to make this paper so damn good you’d pay 
hard-earned money for an issue (though, I mean, I doubt he 
will actually charge you for it). Jacey is an excellent editor, 
and I’m happy to also consider him a lifelong friend. You 
are in good hands, readers. 
As for me, it’s probably time to do what you’re all hoping 
to do after college: that is, not spend half my time hanging 
out at the college. Armed with the arsenal of knowledge, 
wisdom, and YouTube Comedy Classics I’ve collected at the 
OP, I will be continuing my work as a freelance writer and 
editor. Three years ago, I literally threw up at the thought of 
showing anyone my work; starting today, I can proudly say 
that I make 100 per cent of my living writing (and now only 
throw up on really stressful days).
If this is the fi rst issue of The Other Press you’ve ever read, 
then this rant is probably a bit confusing for you. However, 
I’d still like to encourage you to go to an Other Press 
meeting in the fall. I don’t want to hyperbolize, but you 
never know: it might just fundamentally change your life 
for the better. On the other hand, if you’ve been reading The 
Other Press for a while, I want to thank you. I hope you’ve 
enjoyed what we’ve done. 
Now, it’s time for me to get the fuck out of here.
Xoxo,
Sharon Miki
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By Julia Siedlanowska, 
Contributor
Last month the Douglas Students’ Union (DSU) 
Representative Committee 
held a meeting regarding the 
Extended Health and Dental 
Plan, and came to the decision 
to move coverage brokers, 
selecting Gallivan & Associates 
for the 2013/14 fiscal year. 
In the spring of 2012, the 
DSU received a renewal notice 
from current firm, Morneau 
Shepell, indicating that the 
costs of the Health and Dental 
Plan would increase by 8 per 
cent beginning September 1, 
2012. The DSU would have to 
hold a referendum to increase 
the $260 student fee, or cut 
services to bring the costs down. 
The representative committee 
chose to cut naturopath and 
acupuncture services, put a 
$3,000 cap on medications, and 
restrict paramedical services 
such as chiropractors and 
massages, thereby avoiding 
increased student fees. 
For the 2013-2014 renewal, 
Morneau Shepell indicated 
to Green Shield, the DSU’s 
representative broker, that paid 
claims for Douglas College 
increased by 7.8 per cent. 
However, this rate was before 
the service cuts implemented 
in 2012-2013. Morneau Shepell 
negotiated a rate increase of 2.9 
per cent for the coming year 
that would increase annually by 
eight to 10 per cent. By choosing 
to renew with Morneau Shepell, 
the DSU would have had to 
subsidize the plan, depleting 
the Health and Dental Fund and 
leaving less money for other 
operations such as campus 
events and campaigns. 
Jesse Stamberg, Internal 
Relations Coordinator, and 
DSU treasurer Devlin Pereira 
consulted another broker, 
Gallivan & Associates, for a 
comparative analysis of both 
firms. The benefits for going 
with Gallivan included a 
two-year $218.84 locked-in 
rate, additional vision benefit 
($60 for eye exams and $100 
for glasses every 10 months), 
implementation of PharmaCare 
enrollment (allowing the 
provincial government to take 
over payments after a student 
reaches a certain amount of 
medical purchases), and a 
surplus of $30.75 going into the 
Health and Dental Fund (with 
the option of $10 cash back to 
students.) With the surplus 
money there would be a total 
of $197,000 savings in the first 
two years creating “tremendous 
stability for the DSU.” 
After the July 11 meeting, 
the DSU decided to switch 
Health and Dental Plan carriers. 
“The previous plan carrier 
continually increased the 
premiums which would this 
year have forced the DSU to 
hold a referendum to increase 
students’ fees. By changing 
to the new broker, insurer 
premiums will be significantly 
reduced, allowing the DSU to 
build the Health and Dental 
Reserve Fund and avoid 
increasing student fees for 
years to come while increasing 
benefits,” says Stamberg.
By Dylan Hackett, News Editor
North America: (United States) 
The USA issued a travel alert to 
all citizens abroad in response to 
alleged threat of terrorist attacks. 
Obama administration officials 
released to the press that al 
Qaeda have made intentions 
clear that they are planning 
attacks in the Middle East and 
North America. The United 
States closed 22 embassies last 
weekend, including those in 
Baghdad, Cairo, Tripoli, and 
Dubai. The alert will cease at the 
end of August and is largely a 
measure in reaction to the attack 
on the American embassy in 
Libya on September 11 of last 
year.
(Canada) Three Quebec women 
protested topless on Parliament 
Hill on behalf of Nathalie 
Morin, a Montreal ex-pat who 
moved to Saudi Arabia with 
her husband eight years ago, 
trapped overseas because the 
Saudi government refuses to 
issue passports to her three 
children. The Department of 
Foreign Affairs, Trade and 
Development have claimed they 
are working on Morin’s case 
but aren’t pressuring beyond 
Saudi Arabia’s legal system. The 
women chose to protest topless 
to evoke the spirit of FEMEN, a 
European feminist collective that 
often counter-protests fascist 
rallies topless. The protesters 
are members of the new Quebec 
chapter of FEMEN.
Asia: (Afghanistan) A suicide 
bomber attacked the Indian 
embassy in Afghanistan. The 
attack in Jalalabad killed nine 
people and wounded 22 others. 
After the Saturday bombing 
there was gunfire for over 
an hour around the Indian 
consulate. Police believe that 
the consulate was the target of 
the attack, although most of 
those killed were in an adjacent 
mosque. Taliban nor al Qaeda 
have claimed responsibility for 
the attack.
Middle East: (Yemen) A two 
and a half minute video of an 
escaped child bride went viral 
last month. Eleven-year-old 
Nada Al-Ahdal accuses her 
parents of selling her off to 
marriage in exchange for money 
in the surfaced clip and calls 
for action against the dowry 
sale of child brides in Yemen. 
“What about the innocence 
of childhood? What have the 
children done wrong so that 
you would marry them off like 
that?” she exclaims in the clip. 
The selling off of children into 
marriage is an alarming cultural 
fixture to those unaware of 
the Islamic tribal country. The 
CIA world factbook states that 
Yemeni mothers bear on average 
four to five children.
Europe: (Italy) Suicide rates 
have spiked in Italy this 
year, largely attributed to the 
“precarious” economic situation 
of many families in the nation. 
The first quarter of 2013 saw 
40 per cent more suicides 
than the first of 2012, half of 
those being related to the poor 
economy and financial burdens 
and 28 per cent were related to 
unemployment. Data from May 
pegs Italy’s unemployment rate 
at 12.2 per cent. Thirty of the 32 
suicides in the first three months 
of this year were male. 
Africa: (Zimbabwe) Leader 
of the ZANU-PF opposition 
party, Robert Mugabe, has been 
declared the winner of last 
month’s elections. Incumbent 
social democratic Prime Minister 
Morgan Tsvangirai rejects the 
results of the election, claiming 
them as a “farce.” Tsvangirai 
plans to fight the results in 
court. Tsvangirai won 34 per 
cent of the vote with opposition 
leader Mugabe earning 61 per 
cent. 
DSU switches brokers for Extended Health and Dental Plan
World Recap: August
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Femen Quebec on University Ave., near Tunisian Embassy office in Montreal .
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By Patrick Vaillancourt, 
Contributor
Vancouver Pride Society officials are coming 
under fire from pro-foreskin 
advocates because of a decision 
to exclude the Canadian 
Foreskin Awareness Project (aka 
Foreskin Pride) from this year’s 
Vancouver Pride Parade. 
Glen Callender, founder 
of the Canadian Foreskin 
Awareness Project and Foreskin 
Pride, says the exclusion was 
politically-motivated. 
Foreskin Pride has been 
featured in parades across 
Canada and was permitted to 
march in the Vancouver Pride 
parade in 2012, which featured 
Callender walking the streets 
pantless.
Callender was initially 
notified by phone that Foreskin 
Pride’s application was rejected 
due to “space constraints,” but 
a written explanation of the 
group’s rejection from the 2013 
parade states that the rejection 
was due to violations of the 
VPS rules and regulations with 
respect to marching nude. 
Ray Lam, the manager 
of Vancouver Pride Society, 
maintains that Foreskin Pride 
has been excluded because 
of space but admits that 
Callender’s nude march in 
last year’s parade played a 
role in the decision. Callender 
argues that his plans to march 
simply with a black “I Love My 
Foreskin” T-shirt in last year’s 
parade were cleared with the 
parade director. 
In an interview with Xtra!, 
Lam said that VPS is simply 
following the law in excluding 
those  who would march 
nude. The Canadian Criminal 
Code prohibits people from 
being nude in public, with the 
exception of nude beaches. 
The City of Vancouver 
and the Vancouver Police 
Department have both said that 
they are unaware of complaints 
being filed due to nudity in past 
Pride parades. A spokesperson 
for Vancouver City Hall, 
Vivianna Zonocco, said that 
the police would not likely 
intervene in cases of nudity at 
the Vancouver Pride parade. 
“I think the Vancouver 
Police Department are pretty 
cool when it comes to stuff like 
that,” said Zonocco, referring to 
nudity in the parade. 
Callender, in a statement on 
his Facebook page, said that 
nudity should remain a “proud 
tradition at Pride events.” 
“Pride should always be about 
challenging sexual respression 
and opening up respectability 
rather than clamping down on 
it,” Callender said. “If the city 
and the police are willing to 
tolerate harmless public nudity 
at Pride out of respect for our 
community, why in the world 
should Van Pride step solidly 
to the right of the city and the 
police and get their knickers in a 
knot of nudity?”
Former VPS president John 
Boychuk seemed skeptical about 
the VPS rationale for excluding 
Foreskin Pride, saying in a 
telephone interview with The 
Other Press that while there are 
well-over 100 applications each 
year, it was uncommon for the 
group to reject anyone. 
“We never turned anybody 
down,” said Boychuk, who 
added that VPS would routinely 
make room for all applicants to 
participate in the parade. 
Foreskin Pride protested 
on the steps of Vancouver City 
Hall on July 29th, the day the 
city officially proclaimed Pride 
Awareness Week. They have 
nicknamed this year’s principal 
Pride festivities as the “Prude 
Parade.” 
Exclusion of pro-foreskin group from Vancouver Pride 
festivities causes stir
Foreskin Pride Founder Glen Callender plans to protest 
this year’s Vancouver Pride Parade because his group was 
excluded from this year’s festivities.
New iPhone models 
produced in poor 
conditions 
By Aidan Mouellic, Staff Writer
A new report from a New York City-based 
independent safety auditing 
company alleges that workers at 
an Apple supplier Pegatron are 
being mistreated. 
The safety report tells of 
subpar working conditions in 
which production workers are 
working above the maximum 
49 hours per week allowed—
even above the 60-hour limit 
that Apple has put in place at 
its overseas suppliers factories. 
At the factories where the 
safety auditing company, China 
Labour Watch, visited, the 
average weekly working times 
per employee were between 66 
and 69 hours. 
The working conditions 
were poor enough in the 
handful of Apple supplying 
factories overseas that when 
China Labour Watch took a look 
into employee-quitting rates, 
they discovered one factory had 
a two-week turnover rate of 80 
out of 110 new hires.
The safety probe also 
discovered that despite Apple 
insisting their suppliers hire 
fairly, many of the factories 
openly display posters of 
their hiring practices which 
detail how people from a 
variety of ethnic backgrounds, 
such as Tibetan or Uighur, 
were discriminated against 
employment. Documents also 
state that potential employees 
must be over 4’ 11” tall and 
must be younger than 35-years-
old.
The report details many 
safety and ethics violations, as 
well as photographs detailing 
how employees were forced 
to show their bags to security 
before leaving the factory and 
how exhausted workers were 
made to sleep on floors after 
their shifts. 
Low wages were also a 
point for concern. The entry-
level pay for a production 
worker is $1.50 per hour, though 
the figure goes up for overtime 
to $2.27 per hour on weekdays. 
Since many of the workers 
cannot afford to live a distance 
from the factory, the factory 
provides accommodations at a 
reduced cost.
Apple has responded to the 
report saying that “Our audit 
teams will return to Pegatron, 
RiTeng, and AVY for special 
inspections this week. If our 
audits find that workers have 
been underpaid or denied 
compensation for any time 
they’ve worked, we will require 
that Pegatron reimburse them 
in full. We will investigate 
these new claims thoroughly, 
ensure that corrective actions 
are taken where needed, and 
report any violations of our code 
of conduct. We will not tolerate 
deviations from our code.”
Cheap labour for cheap iPhones
Photo courtesy of The Verge
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Justice Minister tops 
popularity survey
By Patrick Vaillancourt, 
Contributor
While the campaign to replace Stephen Harper 
as leader of the Conservative 
Party of Canada has not yet 
started, a poll conducted by the 
Huﬃ  ngton Post Canada reveals 
that a plurality of Canadians 
would favour Justice Minister 
Peter MacKay as the next leader 
of the governing Tories. 
MacKay has been the de 
facto deputy leader of the 
Conservative Party under 
Harper since 2004, when 
the Canadian Alliance and 
Progressive Conservative 
parties merged to form the 
Conservative Party of Canada. 
MacKay was the last leader 
of the federal Progressive 
Conservatives. 
The survey, which was 
put into the fi eld shortly 
after Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper’s summer cabinet 
shuﬄ  e, revealed that MacKay 
has some support from across 
the political spectrum. Eighty 
per cent of the more than 3,308 
respondents indicated they were 
not Conservative supporters, 
while 20 per cent were Tory 
supporters. 
MacKay received 999 votes 
(30.2 per cent) from respondents 
in the survey, besting all of his 
opponents by a wide-margin, 
winning a plurality of votes 
in every Canadian province. 
Jason Kenney, the Minister 
of Employment and Social 
Development, garnered 12 
per cent support in the poll, 
good enough for second place. 
Foreign Aff airs Minister John 
Baird rounded out the top three 
with nine per cent support.
Prime Minister Harper 
has given no indication that 
he’s ready to step down as 
Conservative leader, but 
speculation of his retirement 
from politics has been sparked 
by the numerous scandals 
plaguing his government. 
MacKay served as Canada’s 
defence minister from 2007 
before this summer’s cabinet 
shuﬄ  e, when he was made 
Justice Minister and Attorney 
General of Canada.
Peter MacKay eyed as next Conservative leader
Peter MacKay | Photo courtesy of Chris Wattie/Reuters
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An interview with 
comedian Doug Stanhope
By Jeﬀ  Allen, Contributor
Comedian Doug Stanhope has been slaying audiences 
for years with his brutal honesty 
and caustic wit. He probably 
won’t be lending his voice to 
any adorable Pixar characters 
in the foreseeable fu ture, but 
his comedy has amassed a 
loyal international following. 
He’s a genuine comedic talent, 
recognized as such by his 
contemporaries like Louis C.K., 
who featured Stanhope in an 
episode of his series Louie on FX. 
Last month, we contacted Mr. 
Stanhope via email to fi nd out 
where his mind was at prior to 
his upcoming Canadian tour.
“I just fi nished Rise of the 
Warrior Cop: The Militarization of 
America’s Police Forces, by Radley 
Balko, so rogue cops are making 
me consider starting to drink 
at 10 a.m.”
Stanhope’s bread and butter 
is his sardonic take on American 
culture; that and dick jokes, of 
course. He’s clever enough to 
make you think he’s apathetic 
about our crazy modern age, 
and he’s also funny enough to 
put it in perspective. 
This past May, CNN 
correspondent Wolf Blitzer 
questioned tornado survivor 
Rebecca Vitsmun about her 
near-death experience, following 
the devastation of her home in 
Moore, Oklahoma. When he 
prompted her for an answer to 
his question, “Do you thank the 
lord?” She responded politely 
with a nervous laugh: “I’m 
actually an atheist.” 
While many celebrities 
off ered prayers for the people of 
Moore, Stanhope spearheaded 
an online campaign on 
Indiegogo asking his fellow 
atheists for monetary help. The 
goal: to put a secular family 
back in their home. In exchange 
for donations, Stanhope 
off ered several incentives. A 
$10 donation got you a prayer 
from Stanhope himself on your 
behalf, while $50 got you a “Get 
out of Hell Free” card. 
“It just started as a drunken 
idea, sometimes those are the 
best ones…the video had gone 
viral and I knew my audience 
would get behind it…we hit 
the $50,000 mark in the fi rst 17 
hours. Atheists doing the lord’s 
work.”
The campaign offi  cially 
concluded on July 22, and 
Stanhope and his godless 
supporters were able to raise 
$125,760.
In addition to his charitable 
eff orts, Stanhope is busy with 
another interesting endeavor, 
one equally telling of his 
character: his celebrity death 
pool. 
“I really don’t follow a lot of 
pop culture. I just front-loaded a 
bunch of celebrity rehab names 
the fi rst year. But as the year 
played out, I started to research 
for the next year. By now, 
you wouldn’t recognize most 
names on my list; New Zealand 
cricketers or Guinness Book 
people. Once you know how to 
research, you get pretty obscure, 
but a lot more accurate, and 
I’m still languishing in seventh 
place. The leader already has 
nine deaths of her 20 picks and 
it’s only July. It’s become an 
obsession.”
Stanhope will be bringing 
that dark comedic view to the 
Rickshaw Theatre at the end 
of August, perhaps the most 
suitable venue to showcase his 
talent. The Rickshaw typically 
plays host to heavy metal 
and alternative music acts, 
while the East Side location 
itself is a showcase for the 
many unpleasant realities of 
urban living. Of course, most 
people showing up for a Doug 
Stanhope show are not your 
typical comedy club patrons. 
 “It’s a very eclectic 
grouping and most of them 
seem to think the rest of 
them are assholes and they’re 
probably right. But they’re 
good-hearted assholes for the 
most part.”
As a veteran comic of 23 
years with an avid and steadily 
growing fan base, it’s tough to 
imagine that he would have to 
deal with any “asshole” hecklers 
at his show. Does that problem 
still exist? 
“Probably the last time I 
performed, and I probably said 
something back. I think the 
thought of a heckler is far scarier 
to you than it is to a comedian. 
Especially at my shows.”
And just how does he feel 
about performing in Canada?
“It’s getting to be one of the 
few countries worth crossing 
a border to play. I don’t like 
borders but I love Canada...even 
the shitholes like Winnipeg. It’s 
murderous and scabby but it 
still manages ‘quaint’ on some 
level. I do remember hating 
Kamloops for some reason... 
I don’t remember why but it 
doesn’t matter, I don’t have to 
go back.”
So is he intending to stick 
around Vancouver for any 
length of time after the show?
“About as long as I would 
stay around the scene of a 
murder I’d committed.”
Doug Stanhope performs 
at The Rickshaw Theatre in 
Vancouver on August 31.
Doing the lord’s work
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Claire Pollock talks her 
new play, ‘Cats or Babies’
By Angela Espinoza, Arts Editor
Every relationship requires great effort by both partners, 
and the unique characters 
of Douglas College theatre 
graduate Claire Pollock’s new 
play, Cats or Babies, are no 
exception. Portrayed by Pollock 
and Michael Kurliak (another 
Douglas theatre grad), Jen and 
Brad are the semi-ideal couple 
wanting to move forward in 
their relationship. But, as Pollock 
explains, moving forward may 
not be the best direction for the 
pair.
“[Cats or Babies is] a short 
one-act about a codependent 
couple,” Pollock says. “The 
girlfriend wants to have a baby, 
but the boyfriend isn’t ready, 
so he gets her a cat instead. 
Basically they’re codependent; 
she treats him like a baby, and 
he really likes that. So [when] 
she starts to treat the cat as a 
baby… he gets very jealous and 
possessive, and it just goes into a 
downward spiral.”
From there, Pollock went 
on to describe the formation 
process of her original one-act 
show. Pollock wrote the play 
in a creative writing class last 
year, and has since been eager 
to perform it for a live audience. 
The show itself incorporates 
several Douglas alumni and, 
somewhat fittingly, Pollock’s 
partner, Nickolaj Berg.
“The cast is myself and 
[Kurliak],” Pollock says, “and 
he was a year under me [in the 
theatre program] at Douglas. 
We’re performing the show at the 
Victoria [Theatre] Fringe Festival, 
but we wanted to preview it here 
first. Everyone’s really excited… 
and they’re all really talented; 
Jesse Greenway [is] directing it… 
and he’s very clever.
“I thought the program was 
amazing, all the teachers are 
really strong, and I met a lot of 
really cool people… I randomly 
networked a lot and I had no 
idea I was even doing it. All the 
people working on the show are 
old Douglas College graduates, 
so it’s pretty cool because a lot of 
them I wasn’t super close with in 
school, and now [we’ve] gotten 
together and decided to put on 
a show.
“[Berg], my boyfriend, is 
composing all the music for 
[Cats or Babies], so… we like to 
be as involved as we can because 
we want to combine the arts 
[theatre and music] as much as 
possible for the company that 
we’re trying to start, Bird-like 
Creatures.”
While Pollock and Berg are 
working on getting Bird-like 
Creatures off the ground, their 
big focus right now is on their 
first show’s upcoming debut. 
Pollock states what she’d like 
viewers to get out of what 
is sure to be an original and 
odd product formed by these 
creatively twisted minds.
“I hope [the audience] 
laughs, if nothing else. It’s 
supposed to be clever and witty 
and… an inside look at a very 
strange couple’s relationship. 
There’s definitely points where 
people are going to be like, “Oh 
my god, I do that all the time,” 
because [some of these things 
are] totally what happens behind 
closed doors in a relationship.
“[Cats or Babies] previews 
here first Thursday August 15 
through Saturday August 17, and 
the curtains are 8 p.m. each night. 
It’s by donation, and it’s more to 
get people’s feedback before we 
take it to Fringe—and for anyone 
who doesn’t want to go all the 
way out to Victoria to see it.”
Cats or Babies will be 
performed in the Douglas Dance 
Studio, room 3260. If you’d like 
to support Pollock’s new theatre 
company, check out Bird-like 
Creatures’ Facebook page, and 
be sure to spread the word of the 
show’s Victoria performance, 
happening on select dates from 
August 22 to September 1.
Cats in the cradle
[Cats or Babies is] a short one-act 
about a co-dependent couple,” Pollock 
says. “The girlfriend [Pollock] wants 
to have a baby, but the boyfriend 
[Kurliak] isn’t ready, so he gets her 
a cat instead.”
Photo courtesy of Shawnali Ogle
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Les Linfoot’s new exhibit 
opens at Douglas College
By Angela Espinoza, Arts Editor
As BC residents, it’s impossible to not discuss 
the weather on a daily basis. 
As I’m writing this, our 
record-breaking dry spell has 
been rudely interrupted by 
our old pal rain for the fi rst 
time in about a month. Artist 
Les Linfoot, whose works 
are primarily focused on the 
weather, will be presenting an 
exhibit entitled Everyone Talks 
About the Weather this month, 
and took some time to talk about 
it with us.
How did you get involved 
with the Amelia Douglas Art 
Gallery?
Les Linfoot: I was aware that 
there was a gallery [at Douglas 
College], and I’ve been down 
a couple of times to see other 
shows, and it looked like an 
interesting place… so I had a 
bunch of paintings I wanted to 
show and it just seemed like 
a good match. I approached 
the gallery myself with the 
suggestion that I have the show 
whenever they could fi t me in.
Do you mind if I ask, why 
weather?
LL: Every day I get up, I deal 
with the weather. The title of 
the show, Everyone talks About 
the Weather, is derived from [a 
quote] apparently Mark Twain 
said, “Everybody talks about 
the weather, but nobody does 
anything about it,” which is a 
humorous little line. But also, 
everything we do is associated 
with the weather, from the 
minute we step outside, even 
in the house; everything is 
connected to the weather. And 
of course at the moment, climate 
change… so how the weather 
changes is a big subject too.
How would you describe the 
works in Everyone Talks...?
LL: [The works are] landscape 
derived I would say, [they’re] 
not your normal landscape. But 
there are elements of landscape 
in there, and a lot of it is also 
derived from maps… and aerial 
photographs, which are [kinds] 
of landscape. And some of it’s 
just improvised by the fact that I 
like ripping up paper.
Plus the weather icon 
symbol, the cloud with the rain 
coming out if it, I don’t know 
if you know, but I worked for a 
number of years as an editorial 
artist at a newspaper, and one 
of the things I did was make the 
weather maps way back in the 
‘80s before we got computers. 
We used to actually draw them 
and you would use various 
graphic tools and graphic 
supplies, like…little lithograph 
symbols of clouds to make the 
weather maps, so I’ve been 
playing with those a bit in there.
What other kinds of pieces will 
be there?
LL: The exhibit has 12 paintings 
in it… they’re all weather-
report related, then there are 
10 drawings. Basically what 
happens in my working is I 
work away at the paintings, and 
then when I hit a dense spot or 
I can’t go on or something, then 
I take [the painting] off  and I 
put one of these little drawings 
up. The drawings are kind of 
like sketches, and actually now 
people don’t call them drawings, 
they tend to call them collages. 
They’re sort of like sketches or 
notes or little breaks for me, so 
there’s sort of two sides to the 
show, there’s the more serious 
work in the paintings, and then 
the smaller works are just kind 
of… a respite from the paintings.
What do you want visitors to 
take from the exhibit?
LL: I’d like them to go home 
looking at landscapes in a 
slightly diff erent way, and 
realizing it doesn’t have to 
mean a horizon and a group 
of trees. I’d like them to think 
how the landscape interacts 
with all the things that make it 
a landscape—you, the buildings 
around you, the sky, all that 
stuff  included in [developing] a 
landscape.
By Angela Espinoza, Arts Editor
There aren’t many nice ways to say a fi lm is, “the worst 
fi lm I have seen in a long time.” 
What makes this realization 
particularly painful though 
is that this fi lm happens to 
be another team-up between 
director Nicolas Winding Refn 
and dreamboat Ryan Gosling, 
who worked together on 2011’s, 
Drive.
Where Drive was 
suspenseful, superbly acted, 
beautiful to look at, and 
fantastic to listen to, Only God 
Forgives only succeed in the 
cinematography category.
Gosling plays Julian, one 
half of a brother-run Taiwanese 
drug ring, and manages to 
piss off  the wrong karaoke-
singing crooked cop (Vithaya 
Pansringarm), all while 
Gosling’s mother (Kristin Scott 
Thomas) visits for her elder 
son’s funeral. So imagine that 
with occasional gruesome 
violence, horribly-stupid 
dialogue, and several instances 
of cutaways to karaoke singing, 
and you literally have Only God 
Forgives.
Where Drive was 
mysterious and quiet, Only 
God Forgives simply chooses 
to say nothing. Where Gosling 
was a charming bad boy in 
Drive, here he regularly visits 
a prostitute (whom he attacks 
at one point) and gets his ass 
kicked by an old Asian man. The 
violence in Drive was defi nitely 
gruesome, but at no point did 
it get unbelievably ridiculous, 
especially in context, which Only 
God Forgives has none.
Only God Forgives had 
to have been a quick cash-in 
on Drive’s success, because 
never otherwise would I think 
such a horrible Goddamned 
movie could come from the 
collaboration of Refn and 
Gosling.
One sample of Linfoot’s work. | Photo courtesy of Les Linfoot
Everyone talks about the weather
Not even ‘God Forgives’
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By Angela Espinoza, Arts Editor
Over the last two years, the New West SkyTrain station 
has been transformed into an 
outdoor mall-of-sorts, off ering 
several restaurants, a movie 
theatre, and niche stores to New 
West inhabitants. However, 
despite the major progress, 
the area can often be quiet—
construction aside. With that, the 
launch of Uptown Unplugged 
will be occurring this month, 
a musical event that Hyack 
Festival’s executive director 
Douglas Smith enlightens us on.
“Uptown Unplugged 
is kind of… an extension of 
Uptown Live,” Smith starts, 
“which was the successful street 
festival that we launched two 
years ago around the Hyack 
International Parade. Originally 
we were looking to capitalize on 
the crowds that came out of the 
Hyack International Parade each 
May, and we wanted to be able 
to keep the crowd around after 
the parade was over and give 
them something really exciting 
that would resonate with them. 
So we introduced Uptown 
Live, which is very similar to 
the Khatsalano! Music & Arts 
Festival, and my company was 
originally involved in launching 
that event. So I knew the format, 
and basically Uptown Live is 
just using that template…and 
it’s been a tremendous success, 
very popular showcasing of 
indie bands.”
With Uptown Unplugged, 
Smith went on to explain that 
Unplugged is more of a busker 
series, focusing on even more 
unique artists, which will occur 
each Saturday and Sunday 
throughout the month around 
the New West SkyTrain area. 
Each busker performer plays 
a limited set before switching 
off , with the goal of fi tting in 
as many performances into one 
day as possible.
One such group is local 
band High Society, lead by 
multi-instrumentalist Ashton 
Sweet, who also took some 
time to talk about his band and 
their upcoming Unplugged 
performance.
“We’re a four-piece band 
and we’ve been around for 
about three and a half years 
now,” Sweet starts. “We’ve 
got a saxophone for our bass, 
three lead singers, guitar and 
keyboard, our drummer can 
switch to upright bass, sax 
player can switch off  too clarinet 
or trumpet, keyboard player can 
switch off  to accordion… and 
that’s how we go to the streets.
“For a few years before 
the Olympics, myself and our 
drummer, we were busking, 
and we would make rent and 
bills just going out two nights 
a week. We had a third guy, a 
sax player, we had our band 
called Baby Faced Brass, and we 
had everything covered from 
two days a week of busking. 
Leading into the Olympics… 
we’d make $800 each an hour. 
[Our singer] Chelsea [Johnson], 
she’s gotten a lot of her start 
[from] busking just up and 
down the Drive. She gets a lot of 
fans that way too; just the tone 
of her voice just draws people 
into her. Our fourth guy, we 
had to convince him for a while 
about busking… he started on a 
grand piano, which is not really 
a versatile instrument, so we 
fi nally got him an accordion… 
he’s fi nally been convinced that 
busking works, but he doesn’t 
really come from a busking 
background like the three of us.”
Wrapping up the interview, 
Sweet came prepared with the 
nearest possible genre that he 
felt somewhat fi t the sound of 
High Society, and this is what he 
came to:
“Someone once called us 
punk rock Motown, which kind 
of works… we’ve got a very 
gospel female black singer… but 
the four of us all together, we’re 
like four powerhouses.”
Be sure to check out 
Uptown Unplugged any 
weekend this month, and be 
prepared for some very unique 
and talented performances 
headed your way.
Select gems you might 
have overlooked
By Aidan Mouellic, Staff  Writer
Archer: Season Three
The fi rst two seasons of Archer 
were great, but season three is 
by far the best on Netfl ix. If you 
need politically incorrect laughs 
on tap, watch a few episodes of 
Archer. 
The Heineken Kidnapping
This is a Dutch fi lm about a 
handful of men who decide 
to kidnap the wealthy Mr. 
Heineken (once owner of the 
brewing company by the same 
name) and hold him for ransom. 
The fi lm is exciting and also 
based on a true story, which 
makes an already-good fi lm 
even better. 
The Queen of Versailles
A documentary about the 
Siegel family, who tries to 
build the largest house in the 
United States—until the stock 
market crash of 2008. The fi lm 
documents the rise and fall of 
one of America’s wealthiest 
families, while remaining 
insightful and interesting. 
The Comedy
A bunch of hipsters make a 
beautiful fi lm in Williamsburg 
that turns out to be really good, 
though only funny at times. 
To get the full fi lm-viewing 
experience, consume two cans 
of Pabst Blue Ribbon while 
watching this fi lm.
Uptown Unplugged brings buskers to New Westminster
Picks from Netflix
Life & StyLe. Have a fitness tip or recipe to share? Contact the editor at lifeandstyle@theotherpress.ca
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Are smart phones 
a necessity or an 
addiction in school?
By Elliot Chan, Staff Writer
Smart phone ownership has grown significantly in the 
past few years. In a survey 
conducted by Google, 56 per 
cent of adults are now using 
smart phones—a 33 per cent 
increase from last year. 
This comes as a result of 
the way we live now. We wake 
up, roll out of bed, and instantly 
have our phone in our hands 
before a toothbrush or a cup of 
coffee. It might sound alarming 
to be so reliant on a device that 
commonly runs out of battery 
halfway through the day, but 
is it an addiction or is it a tool? 
Where does a smart phone 
rank with the other important 
things in our lives, especially for 
students?
Let’s admit it; most of 
us aren’t business executives 
conducting big money deals. 
Most students just use smart 
phone for casual communication 
and research. 
“Smart phones are not 
really necessary for school,” said 
Jordan McChesney, an Asian 
Studies student. “All we really 
need is an Internet connection.” 
He added, “I intentionally leave 
my phone at home sometimes 
so I can’t be contacted. I can use 
Facebook messenger.” 
Although some can detach 
themselves from a smart phone, 
others find the technology to 
be a multipurpose solution to 
everyday monotony. A smart 
phone is not a textbook. It is 
something we enjoy looking at, 
it is a relief for students during 
the trails of a school day.
“I cannot go on transit 
without my music,” said Chris 
Pereira, hospitality management 
student. “I’ve run home before 
and missed the bus.” 
“It is an addiction for me,” 
admitted Solange Valverde, 
university-transfer student. “I 
use my phone a lot.” 
Smart phones can be 
considered an addiction, but for 
now they are merely a lifestyle 
choice. Eight out of 10 smart 
phone users admit that they will 
not leave their house without 
their phone.  The average smart 
phone user has approximately 
30 apps installed and uses about 
12 consistently in a month. 
“It helps with involvement 
for sure,” said McChesney. “It 
helps with involvements in 
clubs and allows you to be more 
social. You can also use it to 
prove the teachers wrong.” 
Although it may seem 
rude to be texting or scrolling 
through Facebook while in 
a real life conversation with 
someone else, nobody will 
condemn you for it—not yet, 
at least.  We have already 
banned handheld devices 
while driving, in theatres, 
and in certain classrooms and 
workplaces, but when will 
we start treating it like a real 
addiction? No texting three 
metres in front of doorways, 
no tweeting at the dinner table, 
and no Instagramming during 
working hours— can there be 
any mitigation for smart phones’ 
eventual take over?
Technology is constantly 
evolving, and with the new 
Google Glass gadgets gradually 
making their way into 
consumers’ homes we should 
all address the consequences of 
the tech-dependent lifestyle to 
which we are adopting. 
“A smart phone is not food 
or air,” said McChesney. “It can 
make you more socially-active 
and give you more options to 
contact people, but it is like a 
cup of coffee. We don’t really 
need it.” 
A review of the Nike FuelBand
By Aidan Mouellic, Staff Writer
We don’t move enough. Whether it’s due to work, 
school, or addiction to modern 
technology, a large proportion of 
the average North American’s 
day is spent stationary. A side 
effect of immobility that we all 
are too familiar with is obesity—
the less we move, the fatter we 
get as a population.
The key to weight loss 
is motivation and if the size 
of our collective waistlines 
isn’t motivating us enough, 
perhaps making movement an 
all-day game will keep people 
motivated to alter their lifestyle. 
This is what Nike hopes the 
FuelBand does for its users. The 
Nike FuelBand is a device worn 
on your wrist that measures 
steps, calorie expenditure, time, 
and Nike’s proprietary NikeFuel, 
which is a standardized 
measurement of one’s activity 
level. For everything you do, 
the FuelBand measures your 
movement and gives you a 
NikeFuel score. The point of the 
game is to get as many NikeFuel 
points as you need in order to 
reach the goal you set for the 
day. 
The FuelBand itself oozes 
cool. Its rubberized construction 
and hidden LED display are very 
futuristic and the one-button 
operation is a breeze to use. 
Keeping track of your NikeFuel 
progress is easy with the sliding 
LED scale which lights up from 
red to green depending on how 
many NikeFuel points you have 
won during the day. When you 
reach your goal, the FuelBand 
lights ups and a cute graphic 
appears to congratulate you. 
I purchased my FuelBand 
at the Apple Store and have 
been wearing it every day now 
for over a month and I’ve been 
thoroughly impressed with it. 
As someone who is trying to lose 
weight and who doesn’t move 
enough, I bought the FuelBand 
in hopes that it would motivate 
me to move and also show me 
some data I was interested in. 
The band has proved highly 
effective in that regard.
Your Fuel points update 
in real-time (and they reset at 
midnight), which allows you 
to know exactly how far away 
you are from your goal. A few 
times this scenario has played 
out at 11 p.m.: I’m watching 
Pawn Stars reruns and I see that 
I only need a few hundred more 
points. Before having a FuelBand 
I would just continue watching 
TV; now I get up and go for a 
short jog or neighbourhood walk  
in order to meet my daily goal.
A neat feature of the band 
is that the clasp to attach and 
remove the band has a USB plug 
built in which allows you to 
upload your data onto the Nike+ 
website. On the Nike+ site, you 
can almost overdose on data. 
There are attractive graphs that 
show how active you are during 
the days, weeks, or months that 
you use your FuelBand. You 
can also compete against other 
NikeFuel users to see who can 
get the most Fuel points. What 
I like the most is how you’re 
rewarded when you meet your 
goals or reach a milestone, such 
as 50,000 Fuel Points (my daily 
average is around 3,000) or 
having a long streak where you 
reach your daily goals regularly. 
The virtual high-fives satisfy the 
human desire for recognition of 
hard work. 
So far I’m a big fan of the 
FuelBand, but it’s not perfect. 
The price of $150 turns many 
people away from reaping the 
benefits of this motivation tool 
and not a lot of retailers stock 
it either. Also, the way that 
NikeFuel is measured leaves 
many forms of exercise ignored. 
The FuelBand measures wrist 
movement and calculates the 
movement into Fuel points 
and steps taken. Sports such 
as cycling (where your wrist 
is mostly stationary) don’t get 
picked up very well by the 
FuelBand. The FuelBand is also 
only water-resistant: it’s okay 
for wearing in the shower, but 
swimming with it will likely 
damage it. For more information 
about the Nike FuelBand check 
out Nike.com or visit your 
nearest Apple store. 
Smart phones for dummies
Motivation to move
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Slap on a condom, slop 
on some lube, and slip 
into some protected sex
By Viv Steele, Safety Enthusiast
You’ve seen the posters everywhere, you’ve read the 
articles, and maybe you’ve even 
attended some illuminating sex 
education classes (wooden penis 
models, anyone?). But do you 
actually practice safer sex when 
push comes to shove and you’re 
tangled up in the sheets with 
a partner, possibly inebriated? 
In this edition of Between the 
Sheets, we’re going to talk about 
condom use, specifi cally male 
condoms.
A 2012 Statistics Canada 
report indicates that condom 
use among sexually-active 
Canadians aged 15 to 24 is at 68 
per cent, a signifi cant rise from 
62 percent  in 2003. But that still 
means that 32 per cent of youth 
aren’t wrapping it before they 
tap it, and given the rise of hook 
up culture, numbers like that 
could be dangerous. There is a 
clear correlation between alcohol 
consumption and forgetfulness 
surrounding prophylactic use, 
and I’ve come to the conclusion 
that maybe it’s because people 
just don’t know how sexy safer 
sex can be.
So whose responsibility is it 
to carry condoms? Easy answer. 
It’s everyone’s responsibility.  
Ladies, don’t rely on the men 
to keep a just-in-case condom 
in his wallet (also, long-term 
storage of condoms in your 
pocket can degrade the rubber 
over time, making them prone 
to breakage). Carry them with 
you, especially if you think 
you intend to hook up. At your 
house, store them somewhere 
easily accessible from the place 
you intend on having sex. 
Having to get up and traipse to 
the bathroom (or worse, waking 
your roommate up to ask for 
one) is a pretty good way to 
break whatever mood you’ve 
already created, providing a 
disincentive . Have a discreet 
stash of goodies by your bed 
or keep it out in the open—
nobody’s judging you! 
Some women complain 
that condom use dries up their 
natural lubrication, and men 
complain that they “Can’t feel 
anything.” If this is the case for 
you, it might be that you have 
a mild allergy or sensitivity 
to latex. Try using non-latex 
condoms, available at any drug 
store (but unfortunately not 
available at convenience stores). 
Also, don’t be afraid to stock up 
on lube and use it liberally. Keep 
it with the rest of your safer-sex 
kit. Put it on both the inside and 
outside of your condom. Proper 
use of lube can be the diff erence 
between a so-so experience and 
an amazing one. 
When using a male condom 
for vaginal, anal, or oral (yes, 
even oral) intercourse, it’s 
important that the man’s penis 
is fully erect—it just makes the 
condom go on easier. Make 
your partner feel like getting to 
wear a condom is a kind of sexy 
treat. Employ ample use of your 
hands on his penis and balls so 
that he’s really hard. You could 
just leave it to him to put the 
condom on, but I think that sex 
is a collaborative process. You 
both benefi t from the use of a 
condom, so you should both 
be involved in the application. 
Before you put the condom on 
his erect penis, take a careful 
look to make sure it’s the right 
way up: the bottom should curl 
out like the brim of a hat. Pinch 
the extra space at the top, place 
it on his penis head, and then 
fi rmly slide the sides down. 
An incredibly sexy advanced 
move is to apply the condom 
with your mouth (shout-out to 
LH for the tip!), which is the 
perfect start to a protected blow 
job. Invest in some fl avoured 
condoms or lube for this 
purpose.
Strategies for improving 
the effi  cacy of safer sex should 
be an important part of the 
discussion on sexual health. The 
DSU off ers free condoms, and 
there are also other options in 
the Pride Centre, such as dental 
dams or internal condoms. I’ll 
write more on those tools in my 
next column, so stay tuned for 
another frank discussion in a 
month. In the meantime, enjoy 
the break from classes and stay 
safe.
Between the Sheets
How to keep current on 
a shoestring budget
By Brittney MacDonald, 
Contributor
I’ve never been a trend follower. Most of the 
time I just go for what I feel 
comfortable in and what I 
believe looks good without 
much care for what’s popular. 
Some may call this laziness, 
but I call it a fashion identity—
one that takes a bit of work 
to maintain when the seasons 
change.
Even if you don’t subscribe 
to Vogue or Cosmo, updating a 
wardrobe that you’ve grown 
tired of can be expensive. So 
imagine my horror when I 
pull out my summer clothes, 
only to realize that most of 
my hot weather wardrobe has 
disappeared to some unknown 
galaxy far away , and all I’m 
left with is a single pair of 
shorts and some tank tops I no 
longer fi nd fl attering. Luckily 
I’ve developed a tried and true 
system to please any frugal 
shopper that wants to look good 
in any season.
Thrift Stores
Every savvy shopper knows 
the benefi ts of Value Village. 
It’s cheap, and those new-to-
you leather shoes are already 
broken in! Of course there are 
downsides. The clothes can be 
stained, much of it comes from 
people donating after dear old 
grandma has “passed on,” and 
sometimes it will smell like 
pee. So unless you want to be 
a urine-soaked hoodlum in 
a granny sweater and Crocs, 
here’s some advice on how to 
get the best out of your second-
hand experience:
The easiest way to avoid 
disaster when it comes to 
thrift stores is to fi nd one in 
a wealthy neighbourhood.  
Generally you’ll fi nd clothes 
that are in better shape, and 
sometimes with the tags still 
on. My personal favourite is 
the Value Village in Coquitlam 
along Barnet. I can’t tell you the 
number of times I’ve gone there 
and found brand new items 
from well-known brands for 
under $10. It’s worth the eff ort 
of digging out that U-Pass and 
making the journey if you’re in 
a bind and need an outfi t, or if 
you’re shopping to replenish 
that depressingly-empty closet 
eBay
eBay is a great way to get 
fairly decent quality clothes 
for next to nothing, as long 
as you don’t mind waiting by 
the mailbox. This works well 
for people that want a certain 
aesthetic, and are fairly easy-
going about fi t. You can’t try the 
clothes on beforehand so you’re 
pretty much buying blind. The 
cheapest clothes come out of 
Asia and Europe, so you also 
need to take into account the 
fact that their sizes run small. 
eBay is fairly easy to use: 
just list your options by cheapest 
including shipping costs, and be 
aware that lot prices are subject 
to change. It is an auction site 
after all. If you want to keep 
your costs down, don’t fall in 
love with and then get into a 
bidding war over that adorable, 
must-have minidress. Reconcile 
your feelings, eat a pint of ice 
cream, and move on.
Get Creative
Creativity can turn an 
unattractive outfi t into a couture 
masterpiece! Okay, maybe not 
really, but it sounds pretty 
fancy doesn’t it? Websites like 
Pinterest and YouTube are 
inspiring many people to drag 
out the scissors and personalize 
what they wear, sometimes 
without even having to pick up 
a needle and thread (search for 
“no sew” options). This works 
out well in the long-run because 
adding detail to anything 
automatically makes it look 
more expensive. It’s also a great 
way to cover up that stain on 
your Motley Crue T-shirt that 
you refuse to throw out.
The frugal fashionista
By Sophie Isbister, Life & Style Editor
Director and filmmaker Jennifer Siebel Newsom sees a “boy crisis” happening, and as the mother to a young boy, it concerns her. 
She is the director of the acclaimed documentary Miss Representation 
(2011), which shed light on the harmful ways in which the media 
portrays—or erases—women and their experiences. Her next project 
is a Kickstarter-funded documentary called The Mask You Live In, the 
trailer for which has garnered immense Internet buzz and sparked a 
continent-wide discussion on the toxic effects of the gender binary on 
young men. 
She introduces the five-minute trailer by saying she is 
“increasingly sensitive to the extremes of masculinity that will be 
imposed on [her] own son.” She asks: “Who will he become as an 
adult man? A sensitive, caring, and compassionate human being? Or a 
depressed, lonely, and disconnected portrayal of masculinity, limited 
by cultural stereotypes?”
What words do you associate with masculinity? Tough, strong, 
stoic, a leader who never cries and “mans up.” “Be cool, and be 
kind of a dick.” Men and boys who “don’t see the point” of these 
stereotypes are mocked and ridiculed: they are called by feminine 
terms, like pussy. The binary of male/female, and the idea that men 
are tough and women are weak, are harmful to everyone: to boys and 
girl, and to men and women.
 To gather information for her documentary, Siebel Newsom 
reached out to sociologists and psychologists, as well as boys and 
youth in American schools, which is where the name of her project 
comes from. Youth worker Ashanti Branch says in the trailer, “Our 
kids get up every morning; they have to prepare their mask for how 
they’re going to walk to get to school. Hopefully they can take the 
mask off so they can focus on learning. A lot of our students don’t 
know how to take it off. The mask sticks with them all the time.” 
Reaching out to people in your community is an important first 
step to starting the discussion; a discussion I believe that college-
aged people should be having. College is a time in your life when 
you are learning about yourself and the way you plan to present 
yourself to the world. The Other Press spoke with a few members of 
the community about the ideas 
expressed in Siebel Newsom’s 
film clip, to find out of those 
ideas ring true, if they are 
useful, and if they go far 
enough. 
Husain Vahanvaty, a 
Douglas College student 
finishing a diploma in 
concurrent disorders and 
seeking a degree in social 
work, currently works with at-
risk youth. He says that in his 
experience with youth, he has 
noticed the effects of masculinity. “You can’t really be sad about your 
situation, you can’t be upset that you’re given a shitty lot in life. You 
have to be angry about it, you have to hustle, you have to deal drugs, 
you have to go get into fights, [and] you have to do a lot of drinking,” 
Vahanvaty says.
But Vahanvaty says that the documentary trailer fails to point 
out class intersectionality, which is a criticism shared by Vancouver 
resident and activist David Miller. Miller states, “A key point in the 
film is the experience of urban African-American youth who are asked 
what they hide. They mostly say it’s anger. I obviously can’t speak 
for their experience, but I’m sure it is not just the performance of [the] 
masculine stereotype which serves patriarchy. What about class? What 
about racism? What about capitalism? What about the education 
system which attempts to mould them?”
In a society that is deeply stratified by gender and race, it isn’t 
useful to look at such things in a vacuum. Miller elaborates: “Sure, 
it’s good to focus on one aspect. But if you want to get to the root you 
need to look at all aspects of the forces that shape and determine us 
without our consent.” Miller also notes that the documentary doesn’t 
mention the patriarchy, which he describes as “a system of power and 
domination that for some reason we don’t want to acknowledge,” and 
implies that the absence of the p-word might make the documentary 
more palatable to a wide audience.
Vahanvaty mentions the patriarchy, but not by name. He notes the 
challenges of the quest set out in the documentary: “You’re working 
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what they hide. They mostly say it’s anger. I obviously can’t speak 
for their experience, but I’m sure it is not just the performance of [the] 
masculine stereotype which serves patriarchy. What about class? What 
about racism? What about capitalism? What about the education 
system which attempts to mould them?”
In a society that is deeply stratified by gender and race, it isn’t 
useful to look at such things in a vacuum. Miller elaborates: “Sure, 
it’s good to focus on one aspect. But if you want to get to the root you 
need to look at all aspects of the forces that shape and determine us 
without our consent.” Miller also notes that the documentary doesn’t 
mention the patriarchy, which he describes as “a system of power and 
domination that for some reason we don’t want to acknowledge,” and 
implies that the absence of the p-word might make the documentary 
more palatable to a wide audience.
Vahanvaty mentions the patriarchy, but not by name. He notes the 
challenges of the quest set out in the documentary: “You’re working 
against thousands of years of culture,” he says. True, for thousands 
of years women were systemically subjugated by men—but as 
recently as 100 years ago in Canada, women were granted the right 
to vote. Structurally, things are becoming more equal, but in terms of 
our socialization, there is still room for improvement. By divorcing 
the idea of toxic masculinity from the systems of oppression which 
uphold it, Siebel Newsom does her cause a disservice.
The type of assault 
on masculinity that Siebel 
Newsom brings to light in The 
Mask You Live In is a product of 
the patriarchal system under 
which we have all been raised. 
The fact that young boys are 
raised to play with trucks and 
girls are raised to play with 
dolls does not mean that men 
innately want to drive big 
machines and that women are 
innate caregivers; both sides 
of the gender binary have an 
equal capacity to want both things. Harmful ideas about masculinity 
are ingrained in this system, Miller says:  “You can’t separate 
masculinity from patriarchy so in order to end the latter you must 
destroy the former.”
We also spoke to Douglas Students’ Union College Relations 
Coordinator Madison Paradis-Woodman, who agrees that the strict 
adherence to the gender binary is harmful.
“I believe we are doing a disservice to boys by pressuring them 
to blindly adopt blanket masculinity at face value,” says Paradis-
Woodman, adding that the statistics in the documentary trailer (boys 
under the age of 17 drink more than any other demographic) do not 
surprise him. “We teach at a young age that expressing feminine 
emotions is inappropriate.”
“I believe that to facilitate men opening up more, we need to 
redefine what it means to be a man and express masculinity,” says 
Paradis-Woodman. He suggests some structural changes which could 
take place: “Initiatives like rebranding masculinity in media to be 
more human and compassionate, and a national campaign educating 
youth that being masculine isn’t about inhibiting certain emotions and 
acting a particular way.”
Paradis-Woodman thinks the documentary is a step in the right 
direction, and that screening it on campus would be a good idea: 
“This documentary would spark a fulsome discussion around gender 
and expression, and it would also be informative and engaging.
“The Students’ Union does facilitate discussions that members 
are having on campus, as long as the discussion is not promoting hate 
towards another group of people. It is a Students’ Union responsibility 
to support their membership.”
It should be the responsibility of the academic cohort within 
colleges and universities to spearhead discussions on gender 
expectations. These discussions should be inclusive: there should be 
spaces made in which men can feel comfortable expressing feminine-
associated emotions. And the conversation should continue to 
challenge and explode stereotypes. Siebel Newsom’s documentary 
The Mask You Live In is a hotly anticipated slice of the pie, to be viewed 
as a jumping-off point for an ongoing analysis of the systems which 
socially define us.
The fact that young boys are raised to play with trucks and girls are raised to play with 
dolls does not mean that men innately want to drive big machines and that women 
are innate caregivers; both sides of the gender binary have an equal capacity to want 
both things. 
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Food Truck Frenzy: Japadog
Veteran vendor looks 
forward to delighting 
Douglas College 
students in September
By Sophie Isbister, Life & Style 
Editor
For our last installment of Food Truck Frenzy, I’m 
looking to a staple of Vancouver 
street food: the original food 
truck Japadog. Imitators 
beware, the Japanese hot dog 
stand has been doing its thing 
in downtown Vancouver since 
it was just one stand in 2005. 
Now, they’ve expanded to five 
locations downtown, including 
a store-front, and one location 
in New York City. The wildly 
popular all-pork and all-beef 
dogs have landed themselves on 
several tourist guides and must-
eat lists, so you can imagine my 
delight when I heard through 
the grapevine that Japadog 
would be opening right in 
our humble Douglas College 
community, right outside the 
David Lam campus on Pinetree 
Way in Coquitlam.
Japadog first parked their 
red hot dog truck outside 
Douglas College on Monday, 
July 29, and plan to stay there 
indefinitely. Food truck operator, 
Yuko Sagawa, who serves me 
up a delicious, seaweed-loaded 
Terimayo dog and shaken 
seaweed fries, tells me that it’s 
been slow so far, but she thinks 
that business will pick up in 
September when the college and 
nearby high school are back in 
session. While I hung around 
eating my hot dog, I saw several 
cars pull up and line up to enjoy 
a street food snack on a cloudy 
day. 
As for the food, it was 
delicious. Japadog is famous 
for its massive menu, making 
it nearly impossible to decide, 
but I went for their classic, #1 on 
their menu, the Terimayo dog. 
It features a juicy kurubata pork 
wiener, teriyaki sauce, Japanese 
mayo, and shredded seaweed. 
They have a variety of flavours 
of “shaked fries,” including 
teriyaki, butter and soya sauce, 
wasabi, and my personal 
favourite, aonori (dried, ground 
seaweed). A combo including 
a dog, fries, and a can of soda 
will cost you a cool $9.25 (they 
only take cash), a good deal for 
a hefty amount of food that you 
may not be able to finish. The 
traditional Japanese flavours 
blend well with the classic hot 
dog street food, and the real 
meat is not your average grocery 
store fare. It’s not a surprise 
Japadog has found success: 
they’ve discovered the winning 
combination.
Street food in the Tri-Cities 
area has a long way to go, but 
some groups are taking pains 
to encourage the food truck 
movement in our community. 
On August 10 in New 
Westminster, the first Columbia 
StrEAT Food Truck Fest will take 
place from 3 p.m. until 9 p.m. If 
this series has inspired you at all 
to check out what our fair region 
has to offer, the Food Truck Fest 
is the perfect opportunity to dig 
into some mobile munchies.
Photos courtesy of Sophie Isbister
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Battered Woman Defence 
in Canada under question
By Natalie Serafini, 
Opinions Editor
The Battered Woman Defence (BWD) has been officially 
present in the Canadian justice 
system since 1990, when the 
Supreme Court of Canada first 
granted it legitimacy as part of 
self-defence. The judgement was 
based on R. v. Lavallee, a case 
in which Angelique Lavallee 
was in an abusive common-law 
relationship with Kevin Rust. 
In their final altercation, Rust 
threatened Lavallee, reportedly 
saying “either you kill me or 
I’ll get you,” and at some point 
during their fight handed her 
a gun. Lavallee shot him in the 
back of the head.
The defence’s place in the 
justice system is now being 
questioned by many Canadians 
following the dubious case of 
Nicole Doucet. Doucet was 
recently set free on charges of 
counselling to commit murder, 
having been caught on tape 
trying to hire an undercover 
RCMP officer to kill her husband 
in 2008.
The bulk of her defence 
rested on the idea that her 
estranged husband, Michaelf 
Ryan, was violently aggressive 
and sexually abusive, and that 
she had pursued hiring a hit 
man because she couldn’t get 
police protection. The Supreme 
Court dismissed Doucet’s 
acquittal, but also stayed all 
criminal proceedings against 
her. Why? Because the Supreme 
Court concluded that “The abuse 
which she suffered at the hands 
of Ryan took an enormous toll 
on her.”
In “Battered Woman 
Syndrome Testimony in Canada: 
Its Development and Lingering 
Issues,” Kwong-Leung Tang 
explains that BWD “speaks to 
the mental state of the battered 
women (e.g., sense of fear and 
inability to leave their abusive 
spouses), and it dispels the 
misconceptions that jurors have 
about battered women, giving 
them a framework to understand 
their unique situation and 
perspective.” Battered Person 
Syndrome—on which the 
defence is based—is a physical 
and psychological condition, 
suffered by someone who has 
been the victim of persistent 
emotional, physical, or sexual 
abuse.
The issue with Doucet’s 
case is that Doucet may not have 
been abused at all, and so the 
defence doesn’t apply. According 
to the National Post, Doucet and 
Ryan were estranged and lived 
180-km apart. Their relationship 
was at times volatile, but records 
show only one instance of 
reported domestic abuse, on 
November 23, 2007. On this 
occasion, Doucet called police 
saying Ryan was threatening to 
burn her house down. She told 
the cops that “he had never hit 
her, but that he was verbally 
aggressive and manipulative.” 
Police found Ryan at his home, 
two hours away from the site of 
his alleged arson threats. 
It’s difficult to know, with so 
little documentation of domestic 
violence, how legitimate 
Doucet’s claims of abuse 
might be. They certainly sound 
suspect, particularly given the 
insinuations that Doucet took on 
the role of victim following an 
RCMP officer explaining what 
accusations would lead officials 
to arrest her husband. Without 
this explanation of long-term 
abuse, it’s also difficult to know 
what Doucet’s motivations in 
attempting murder for hire were.
Regardless of Doucet’s BWD 
legitimacy, I’m not ready to 
question the place of the defence 
in the Canadian justice system. 
Persistent abuse influences the 
victim’s mental state, and it’s not 
a stretch to believe such victims 
will feel their life is in danger. 
Those who are questioning 
BWD seem to be under a 
misconception of how the 
Canadian justice system works. 
Defence has to plant seeds 
of doubt in the judge and jury. 
They have to plead innocent, 
or legitimize the crimes of the 
defendant, enough so that the 
accused will be acquitted. The 
problem isn’t in the use of the 
defence, particularly if the jury is 
persuaded by it. 
The issue lays in the work of 
the prosecution. The standards 
are much higher for prosecution, 
as they should be. Prosecutors 
must prove beyond a reasonable 
doubt that a conviction of the 
accused is justified. 
In the case of Doucet, 
prosecution neither called the 
RCMP officers who had been 
monitoring Ryan and Doucet’s 
relationship nor Ryan himself 
to the witness stand. Because of 
this, Doucet’s claims—and her 
use of BWD—went essentially 
uncontested. Doucet didn’t get 
off because BWD has swung 
too far in the other direction, 
acquitting murderers and 
attempted murderers who may 
have never suffered abuse; 
Doucet was set free because the 
prosecution didn’t challenge the 
use of the defence, as it should 
have.
Of course, I haven’t been 
privy to the evidence that the 
prosecution has been, so my 
criticisms are based on outside 
observations through the 
crudely carved glory hole of 
media and speculation. Yet, if 
there’s a chance that Doucet and 
others have been set free because 
the prosecution wasn’t strong 
enough, the Battered Woman 
Defence still has a justified place 
in the Canadian justice system.
By Natalie Serafini, 
Opinions Editor
The semester isn’t quite finished, and already we’re 
peering over the horizon to 
a new semester; the back 
to school-iest of semesters, 
signaled by browning leaves 
and Staples ads asserting that 
it’s “the most wonderful time 
of the year.” I’m heading into 
my last semester at Douglas 
College, which brings with it a 
sense of dread and anticipation. 
Anticipation, because I’ll be 
graduating and moving onto, 
well, more school in a different 
environment. Dread, because I’ll 
be hopping into the unknown 
and abandoning the familiar. 
When you think about 
it, most people experience 
excitement and trepidation with 
the coming of a fresh semester: 
whether anticipation at a clean 
slate and new opportunities to 
improve their GPA, or dread at 
the thought of a new series of 
syllabi, filled with assignments, 
tests, and stress fuel. How 
did Douglas College students 
feel about the upcoming 
semester? Was there excitement, 
trepidation, or a combination of 
the two? And what goals would 
keep them on track in the fall 
months?
With regards to goals for 
the new semester, Rachel Ji 
was focussed on getting “a 
higher GPA and improving my 
communication skills.” 
A higher GPA proved 
a consistent goal amongst 
students, with Marisa, 
Rachel, and Jessica aiming for 
improvement there, as well.
Ji looked forward to meeting 
“new classmates and [getting] 
some more knowledge from 
classmates and teachers.” 
Similarly, Stefani Acevedo 
and Navkiran Dhillon both 
wanted to get better marks and 
meet new people.
Marisa said, “I like fall 
semester,” particularly compared 
to the summer semester, and 
Rachel agreed that in the fall 
semester “I can actually focus.”
Dhillon dreaded the 
number of night classes she had 
coming up in the new semester.
Louise Zhou and Lona 
Wang were hoping for “good 
teachers” and good classes in 
their next semester, anticipating 
teachers that would be well-
suited to the course and would 
be interesting and easy to 
understand.
Wang also mentioned 
hoping for great “friends and 
classmates,” as well—especially 
when it comes to group work, 
she said, it helps to work with 
someone you get along with or 
already know.
A steady answer from 
students was that they looked 
forward to meeting new 
people and learning from new 
professors, and I have to agree 
that’s one of the better parts 
of starting up a new semester. 
Finding cool people you 
wouldn’t have otherwise met 
specifically because you both 
decided to take that philosophy 
course; bonding with people 
over group work and struggling 
to finish assignments together; 
maybe being annoyed by a few 
people in your classes, but sort 
of loving the distraction of being 
annoyed by them. I’ve formed 
lasting friendships with some 
of the classmates I’ve had, and 
left others behind in That Class I 
Took That One Semester. Either 
way, the suspense leading up to 
a class and finding out if you’ll 
love, hate, or be indifferent to 
the class and your classmates 
is one of the best parts of a new 
semester.
Both reached for the gun
School of Thought: Falling back into school
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OPINIONS.
The youth are too 
quickly dismissed
By Natalie Serafi ni, Opinions 
Editor
Most of you reading this are likely students, and 
many of you, especially if 
you’re in the spring of your 
lifetime, may agree that youths 
often lack authority. Or rather, 
youths are perceived to be 
lacking in authority, expertise, 
and knowledge, so that others 
dismiss their opinions and 
statements with, “You’re so 
young, what do you know?” or 
“You’ll change your mind when 
you’re older.”
As one who comfortably fi ts 
the title of “young” and likes to 
share her opinions regardless of 
the audience’s willingness, this 
is more than a little frustrating—
and not for the petty reasons 
one might expect. I’m in a 
position to think my opinions 
are sound and solid, but having 
my judgments judged in no 
way off ends me. Instead, what 
frustrates is the ease with which 
these verdicts are belittled on 
the basis of my age, rather 
than on the actual legitimacy 
of my arguments. I’m going to 
be considered young for a few 
more years, so I’d like to dismiss 
the weight of these rejections, 
if only because I can’t wait fi ve 
years to be taken seriously.
These suggestions that a 
young person’s opinions can 
and perhaps should be ignored 
imply that with age necessarily 
comes wisdom. Of course 
that’s the understanding—that 
possessors of greying temples 
know how the world works 
in a way that is bested only 
by those who have achieved 
nirvana—but it’s not actually 
the case. I need only think of 
the mess the world tends to be, 
and to consider the ages of those 
who are generally in positions 
of power to think that, while 
they do the best they can, the 
senior set don’t have a roadmap 
understanding of society and 
the world at large.
From the statement “You’ll 
change your mind when you’re 
older” comes the implication 
that all senior cardholders think 
the same way. If we change our 
minds when we’re older, and 
change them predictably enough 
that the speaker knows we’ll 
eventually mould to their way 
of thinking, then assumedly the 
majority of older people have 
similar beliefs. Granted, youth 
tend towards liberal views, 
and older people towards more 
conservative views, but this isn’t 
true of all young people or all 
old people. Maybe the youth 
aren’t destined to morph into 
conservative butterfl ies as the 
years go on, but are a product of 
changing, more liberal times. It’s 
impossible to predict whether 
or not someone’s opinions will 
change, and even more so to 
predict how they’ll change.
Being told that your beliefs 
and opinions are limited by 
youth isn’t just insulting for the 
heavy tones of condescension—
all it’s missing is a pat on the 
head and a “Nice try, kiddo.” 
It’s also insulting because 
it assumes that youth latch 
onto trendy opinions without 
thought. Then, it dismisses the 
opinion, not necessarily because 
of fl aws in the argument, but 
because the arguer is too young. 
If I’m wrong I’m wrong, and 
if my argument is faulty then 
it’s faulty. I’m always willing 
to listen to a counter argument 
and decide whether it prompts 
me to change my mind. I can’t 
do anything about my age. I’m 
getting older by the minute, but 
by minute degrees.
While “You’re young, 
what do you know?” attempts 
to parade supposed wisdom, 
it’s a cop out. It’s an attempt 
to sidestep a discussion and 
presume supremacy without 
actually demonstrating 
supremacy. It’s not much better 
than responding to a child’s 
question (“Why is the sky 
blue?”) with “Well, it’s very 
complicated, I don’t think you’d 
understand.”
It’s my job to be 
opinionated, and it’s my job 
to give those opinions some 
thought. I’ll be the fi rst to say 
I’m not always right, as hard 
as I do try, but that’s not the 
issue here. The issue is that 
I’m not always, by default, 
wrong because I’m young. 
While I certainly hope I’ll 
mature beyond the 19-year old 
that I am now, it’s not like I’m 
starting from zero. I refuse to 
be dismissed because of the 
assumption that young people 
don’t know anything.
Rants and raves
Only the old
I’m ashamed to admit this, but I’ve been loving trashy reality TV lately. I’m not just talking the Real Housewives incarnations or Keeping Up with the Kardashians, which are the usual suspects when someone mentions trashy reality TV. I’ve watched, enthralled, such social studies as Dating in the Dark, 
and glimpsed Long Island Jewish culture with Princesses: Long Island. Especially winding up the last few weeks of the semester and powering through fi nal 
assignments and exams, it’s great to kick back and be mindless. I’d love to be someone who can hop from class, to homework, to work, and then pick up a 
book for fun, but I need my nights of drinking sangria and being gripped by petty dramas. There’s no better outlet for this than Dating in the Dark. 
-Trashtastic
I wouldn’t consider myself to be antisocial—I like talking, hanging out, and drinking with my friends—but I can’t stand small talk. Small talk is a necessary side eff ect of having acquaintances with whom you have very little in common. Feigning excitement and interest in someone’s life or trying to think 
of my own interesting life tidbits is exhausting. More often than not, I just duck my head down and pretend I’m under a cloak of invisibility when I spy 
an acquaintance fast approaching. Sometimes this works, sometimes my signals aren’t strong enough and I end up trapped in a grueling two minute 
conversation that feels stretched out by awkward silences. There’s too much importance placed on being enthusiastic and gregarious, even with people whose 
lives you aren’t enthusiastically interested in. Honestly, I’d rather save my energy to have meaningful conversations with people I care about, rather than 
grasping at pathetic morsels of news to hand my acquaintances. I can be friendly, smile, nod a cursory hello. I’m just not interested in superfi cial conversation. 
-Drive-by hi
I’ve only gotten one piercing in my life, apart from the standard lobe hole. My ear’s cartilage piercing is my pride and joy, allowing me to feel like a tough cookie—despite the fact that I’m anything but. Gradually, the list of things I want to get pierced has grown, though I’ve yet to take the plunge, and I’ve 
become enamoured by the look of ears and faces full of metal. A tragus adorned with a little hoop, a nose sporting a ring, or a concha spiral interrupted by a 
bar: they’re little touches that give a face and body character. I won’t be heading into extreme piercing anytime soon—I haven’t even gotten my tragus pierced 
yet, although it’s been on my list for years—but those expressions of personality, rebellion, and toughness appeal to me in a way that the impermanency of 
clothing and hair changes no longer do. 
-Metalhead 
Do you have something on your mind that you absolutely need to talk about? Then write it out! If you have a quick rant or rave that you’d like to submit for publication, contact the Opinions 
Editor at opinions@theotherpress.ca—we want to hear from you!
www.theotherpress.ca
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As demands on the 
transit system increase, 
service must improve
By Natalie Serafini, Opinions 
Editor
TransLink recently announced that it will be cutting some 
of its costs, phasing out a series 
of services that eased some 
Vancouverites’ budgets. They’ll 
be eliminating free travel on 
Sundays and holidays for 
family members of monthly 
pass holders, the employee pass 
program that offered a 15 per 
cent discount, the FareSaver 
Tickets, and the West Coast 
Express’ seven-day pass and 
28-day passes. As the Straight 
indicated, TransLink made 
no mention of any pay cuts, 
although TransLink CEO Ian 
Jarvis made an impressive 
$382,954 in 2011.
These service cuts will have 
an impact on the Vancouverites 
who have benefited from them, 
especially the money-saving 
discounts and free travel. It’s 
easy to say people will adjust, 
and that the Vancouver transit 
system is better than most 
other places, but the demands 
on the transit system are 
increasing and there needs to be 
a corresponding improvement 
in service. For it to improve 
significantly, there needs to be 
more buses on the roads, and 
better communication in the—
seemingly more frequent—event 
that the SkyTrain is held up. 
Lofty and perhaps idealistic 
aims given the already high 
prices of transit tickets—which 
have been gradually getting 
higher, just as transit police have 
been tightening up on riding 
sans proper payment—and the 
apprehension about getting the 
necessary funding from a tax. 
Still, the idealism of a 
better transit system doesn’t 
begin to broach the idealism of 
Vancouver’s plans to become 
greener, titled “Greenest City 
2020: A Bright Green Future.” As 
the City of Vancouver’s website 
states, it’s “a bold initiative 
that will address Vancouver’s 
environmental challenges.” 
Their plans are threefold, aiming 
to address carbon, waste, and 
ecosystems. Part of this plan is 
dependent on an efficient transit 
system.
You likely see where I’m 
going with this criticism: a 
city can’t expect to improve its 
environmental impact when one 
of the systems fundamental to 
this change hasn’t significantly 
improved. Among the City of 
Vancouver’s manifestos is the 
intention to “make the majority 
of trips (over 50 per cent) by 
foot, bicycle, and public transit.” 
One of the major issues 
with becoming greener on a 
personal level is that it requires 
commitment. Nobody likes 
that. It’s not fun having to 
stand around waiting for a bus 
in Vancouver’s infamous rain 
when it’s so much easier to sit in 
a toasty car. Without incentives 
or at least convenience, getting 
to a point where the majority 
of trips are by foot, bicycle, or 
public transit will remain a 
distant Gregor Robertson dream.
Of course Robertson’s 
goals have and will continue 
to take time and funding, but 
Vancouverites’ complaints 
have remained the same, even 
as he promised to address 
them: “working to end street 
homelessness, addressing 
housing affordability, improving 
public transit, [and] making 
Vancouver the greenest city in 
the world.” TransLink’s flaws 
in the context of Greenest City 
2020 and the goal of making 
Vancouver the greenest city 
in the world, however heavy 
on the rhetoric, present one 
example of how idealistic his 
goals will prove to be.
I’m all for Vancouver 
becoming greener, but I’m 
concerned that such initiatives 
will prove fruitless. Money 
has been invested in the 
construction of new SkyTrain 
lines, and turnstiles have 
been installed to “increase 
efficiency… promote security 
and cut down on fare evasion.” 
These advancements will show 
their efficacy or inefficacy as 
time goes on. 
Yet as I call these 
“advancements,” turnstiles 
don’t address what are more 
substantial concerns: buses 
that are infrequent and quickly 
reach capacity, or SkyTrains 
that, when there’s a hiccup or 
miscommunication, affect the 
entire SkyTrain line. If TransLink 
and the City of Vancouver don’t 
make transiting easier, those 
who don’t want to put in effort 
won’t be tempted to lessen their 
car-use—that’ll amount to the 
majority of people.
Being green isn’t impossible, 
and I’m wholeheartedly 
behind the City of Vancouver’s 
desire to become more 
environmentally friendly. 
Yet with TransLink proving 
itself to be unpredictable and 
inconvenient, cutting benefits 
that some Vancouverites need, 
and investing money where it 
won’t be most effective, it’s clear 
that Greenest City is extremely 
idealistic. It’s foolhardy to put 
so many eggs in one basket—
particularly when that basket 
has so many holes.
All that green Illustration courtesy of Ed Appleby
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Will Canada strike 
gold in Sochi 2014?
By Elliot Chan, Staff Writer
Remember that day in February 2010? Remember 
the city—the country bursting 
with jubilation? Wouldn’t it be 
great to relive it? 
Sure, the Olympics in 
Sochi is months away, but 
it’s never too early to talk 
about international hockey—
especially since the NHL has 
now confirmed that its players 
will be able to compete in the 
prestigious tournament.
 The most notable change 
in Sochi in comparison with 
Vancouver is the rink size. 
The two Canadian ice hockey 
gold medals in 2002 and 2010 
were won on NHL-sized ice 
(61m by 26m). In Russia, the 
Canadians will be competing on 
international-sized ice, which 
is (61m by 30.5m). Rink sizes 
have posed challenges before, 
especially against speedy 
teams like Russia who can take 
advantage of the open ice. 
The home team is the 
favourite going into the 
tournament, but Canada, 
Sweden, and the United States 
shouldn’t be intimidated by 
the jeers they’re expecting 
when they step onto the ice 
against superstars such as Pavel 
Datsyuk, Alexander Ovechkin, 
and former NHLer turned 
KHLer Ilya Kovalchuk. 
Since the days of the Soviet 
Union and the Unified Team in 
1992, Russia itself has never won 
a gold medal. But there was a 
period in history when the red 
army dominated international 
ice. But like the Cold War, those 
days are long gone and though 
Russia has a barrage of talent, 
they haven’t been able to make 
the podium since 2002. 
The question that hangs on 
everyone’s lips is will Canada be 
able to repeat? I hope I eat my 
own words, but I don’t believe 
they will. There hasn’t been an 
Olympic ice hockey repeat since 
the Soviets did it in the late ‘80s. 
Canada might be good, but we 
have never been dominant. The 
fact that we won in 2010 was not 
a miracle, but it was definitely 
a hard fought game that came 
down to one key moment. We 
could easily be talking about 
USA’s chance of repeating right 
now if it wasn’t for Sidney 
Crosby’s heroics. 
In 2006, Canada followed 
up their gold medal victory 
in Salt Lake City with a 
demoralizing seventh place 
finish in Turin. By relying on 
players that had experience, but 
were way past their prime like 
Kris Draper, Adam Foote, and 
Todd Bertuzzi, the team was 
doomed from the start. Selecting 
the perfect team is difficult, since 
it’s about assigning roles to elite 
players. With Mike Babcock, 
head coach of Detroit Red Wings 
returning to serve another term 
as team Canada’s bench boss, 
the players and fans will know 
they are in good hands . Sidney 
Crosby, Jonathan Toews, and 
Shea Weber can all be expected 
on the roster come February 
12, 2014, but the number one 
goaltender is still unknown. 
Martin Brodeur will also 
be stepping down this year 
from the international limelight. 
Roberto Luongo will likely get 
a few games just because of his 
reputation, while Carey Price, 
Cam Ward, and Marc-Andre 
Fleury will fight for the last two 
spots. 
As excited as I am for the 
beginning of the NHL season, 
there is something about 
Olympic hockey that can make 
a grown man giddy. The NHL 
season will pause their schedule 
from February 9 to February 25 
for what should be some epic 
games in the Motherland.
Repeat in Russia
The “Bolshoy” Ice Dome getting built. | Photo courtesy of www.sochi2014.com
Russia passes anti-gay propaganda law
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NHL’s new division 
format intensifies 
geographical rivalries
By Elliot Chan, Staff Writer
The Vancouver Canucks and the rest of the Western 
Conference are saying goodbye 
to Detroit and Columbus, and 
hello to the Winnipeg Jets. 
This time last year, we were 
all anticipating a NHL lockout; 
the scenario this season is much 
more hopeful. As summer 
ends and the hockey season 
commences, all eyes are on 
the year-long experiment—the 
realignment. The NHL board 
of governors approved the new 
divisions and playoff format 
in July when the 2013/2014 
schedule was released. 
The Western Conference 
will now have 14 teams split 
geographically into the Pacific 
and Central divisions. The 
Eastern Conference will have 
16 teams split into Atlantic 
and Metropolitan. The most 
significant change is Detroit 
joining the Atlantic division 
facing-off with three other 
original six teams, Montreal, 
Toronto, and Boston. 
Columbus and Winnipeg 
swapped conferences, with 
the Blue Jackets now playing 
in the Metropolitan division 
against Sidney Crosby and 
the Pittsburgh Penguins and 
Alexander Ovechkin and the 
Washington Capitals. The 
West Coast will get a few more 
chances to see the young Jets 
team and BC born players 
Evander Kane and Andrew 
Ladd. 
The two main objectives for 
the realignment is to shorten 
travel times and build rivalries. 
It’s hard to see a downside 
to this change, since it was 
inevitable. 
“It’s much better for us,” 
said Dallas Stars defenseman, 
Stephane Robidas. “It’s less 
travel, fewer trips out west—the 
time zones, the amount of time 
you spend on the plane after 
games. You don’t have to wait 
in [Los Angeles], you can come 
back after games. It’s all little 
things in the long run I think 
will help our team.”
The only two teams 
separated from their division in 
terms of geography are the two 
Florida teams. The Lightning 
and the Panthers are in the 
Atlantic division, but they have 
the whole Metropolitan division 
separating them from the rest of 
their division rivals. 
“From a business 
standpoint, I think this is 
probably really good for 
both Florida teams,” said 
Commissioner Gary Bettman. 
“Competitively they may 
have their own issues, travel-
wise they may have issues, 
but based on where Florida is 
from a geographic standpoint, 
whatever we did wasn’t going 
to be perfect.” 
For the Canucks, it’ll be 
interesting seeing them battle 
for a post-season spot against 
consistent playoff contending 
teams such as the LA Kings, San 
Jose Sharks, and the Anaheim 
Ducks. 
The Stanley Cup Playoff’s 
intensity may stay the same, 
but the route getting there is 
going to be slightly different. 
Eight teams in each division will 
make it to the post-season. The 
top three teams in each one will 
take the first 12 spots and the 
other four will try to land the 
wildcard position regardless of 
their divisions. 
Though the stage for this 
season is set, many still see 
problems in the geographical 
layout of the league. The main 
problem lies in the Western 
Conference, where all the teams 
are scattered. I foresee (and 
hope) for a two-team expansion. 
Perhaps we will see another 
change next year with, dare 
I say it, a team in Seattle and 
Portland?
All eyes on new realignment
Photo courtesy of www.sbnation.com
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The realization of not going pro
The fact that the former Vancouver Canucks defencemen 
began playing organized hockey at the age of 11 and made 
it to the big leagues gave me the silly notion that perhaps I 
could do the same. 
www.theotherpress.ca
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Saskatchewan votes 
no to rule change
By Autumn McDowell, The 
Carillon (University of Regina)
REGINA (CUP) — According to 
many hockey fans, bodycheck-
ing is simply part of the game.
But with an increase in the 
number of high-profile concus-
sion cases in various hockey 
leagues across the country, 
Hockey Canada, the governing 
body of Canadian ice hockey, 
has made the controversial 
decision to take bodychecking 
out of pee wee hockey.
While the overwhelming 
majority of provinces supported 
this rule change, Saskatchewan 
was the only province to vote 
against the ban, believing that 
bodychecking should be imple-
mented earlier in a player’s 
career, as opposed to later.
According to Blair Watson, 
executive director of Hockey 
Regina, many hockey fans in 
Regina, including parents of 
players, are against the decision.
“Hanging around the rink, 
it’s almost unanimous that 
[people] do not want checking 
taken out, they just feel that it is 
part of the game,” he explained. 
“A lot of the feedback is that 
they should be teaching it at a 
lower level where the size dif-
ferences are minuscule. In atom, 
the difference between your 
smallest player and your biggest 
player might be, top end, three 
or four inches and 20 pounds. 
Once you get to bantam, the dif-
ference between your smallest 
and largest is 12 inches and 100 
pounds, it’s a little bit different.”
While Saskatchewan was 
the only province to vote against 
the ban, it is also the only 
province that requires coaches to 
take a mandatory bodychecking 
course. If more provinces 
made this clinic a requirement, 
Watson believes the vote 
may have been different.
“Saskatchewan is actually 
ahead of the curve. This 
bodychecking course has been 
mandatory in Saskatchewan 
for a number of years for our 
coaches coaching in novice all 
the way up to midget,” said 
Watson. “At least one member 
of the coaching staff has to 
take the checking clinic.”
While the decision was 
made largely with the concern 
for player’s health and safety 
in mind, according to Sarah 
Hodges, the University of 
Regina Cougars women’s 
hockey head coach, elimi-
nating bodychecking will 
not eliminate injuries.
“I don’t think it will do 
anything to make the game 
safer,” Hodges said. “We have 
concussions and injuries in our 
games because players move 
fast and collisions will always 
happen. Many other injuries 
come as a result of illegal hits.”
Although many fans 
believe that the decision will 
cause negative effects to the 
game, there may be some 
positives to the checking ban.
For Rob Nestor, a professor 
at the University of Regina — 
who recently taught a class 
on the sociology of hockey in 
Canada — he is admittedly 
torn on the topic. After having 
his own children pass through 
the peewee hockey system in 
Saskatchewan, Nestor can see 
both sides of the argument.
“On the one hand, the 
elimination of hitting from 
peewee means that kids may 
play the game longer as some 
kids were dropping out at that 
age for fear of injury. I live in 
a small town and we are often 
faced with dwindling numbers 
by peewee age as many girls 
cease to play on boys teams 
once hitting begins,” he said. 
“The result of this is that we 
often then have to combine 
with other towns in order to 
have enough players for a team, 
which means additional travel 
and therefore additional costs. 
With the elimination of hitting 
from peewee, it is likely that 
more girls will continue to play 
the game for two more years.”
However, like many other 
parents’ concerns, and the 
concerns stated by Watson, 
Nestor feels that waiting until 
bantam age to begin hitting 
could be more dangerous due 
to the sometimes-extreme size 
differences between players.
“In my opinion I think 
hitting should begin at the 
novice age and be taught just 
like any other skill,” Nestor 
said. “Players should be taught 
not only how to give a hit but 
also how to receive one. In 
other words, it should be taught 
like any other skill. I think that 
this would remove the novelty 
of being allowed to hit at a 
certain age as you get older.”
Nestor’s opinion could 
begin to explain the results 
of a recent poll available on 
the Saskatchewan Hockey 
Association (SHA) website, 
where an overwhelming 71.6 per 
cent of people voted that they do 
not like that bodychecking was 
removed from peewee hockey.
Unfortunately for these vot-
ers, Watson feels that the possi-
bility of bodychecking returning 
to peewee in the future is very 
slim; in fact, he is concerned 
that bantam will be the next 
program to have it eliminated.
However, there have been 
some options put forward 
to stop the elimination of 
bodychecking from con-
tinuing to higher levels.
In 2007, the SHA put forth 
a motion that would allow each 
provincial branch the option 
of introducing body contact 
as early as the atom level.
While the board of directors 
at Hockey Canada ultimately 
refused this option, Nestor 
believes that there may be other 
options that leagues could adopt 
that would allow for bodycheck-
ing to remain part of the game.
“Another option might be 
for leagues to decide to allow 
hitting at earlier ages for more 
advanced skilled teams,” Nestor 
suggested. “For example, at 
the peewee age players in Tier 
1 leagues might be allowed to 
hit while lower tiers do not. It 
will be interesting to see what 
spring leagues do next year 
as they do not fall under the 
authority of Hockey Canada.”
Although the concerns 
of players, fans, and parents 
could eventually help hockey 
remain the game that Canadians 
fell in love with many years 
ago, for Watson, the future of 
contact in hockey looks grim 
unless other provinces begin to 
view bodychecking the same 
way that Saskatchewan does.
“We are one of the 
only provinces to look at 
checking as a skill,” he said. 
“Rather than trying to rip 
someone’s head off.”
Bodychecking in peewee hockey no longer allowed
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Review of the 
Celebration of Light 
By Aidan Mouellic, Firework 
Critic
The Honda Celebration of Light rolled into town last 
week with Canada lighting 
up the sky with bursts of 
fi re on July 31. The annual 
fi reworks festival was well-
received by spectators who 
came down to party and the 
handful of genuine fi reworks 
fans who were there to marvel 
in the nuances of a proper 
pyrotechnics display. 
The party atmosphere was 
alive and well with a satisfactory 
amount of drunkards and 
potheads around to create that 
unique Celebration of Light 
atmosphere. The fi reworks 
themselves were neat. You had 
your typical bright fl ashes of 
random colours and streaks of 
bright light that were loosely 
synchronized to music that no 
one could hear. The organizers 
also managed to surpass this 
year’s goal of burning money 
faster than the previous year.
For a more detailed 
analysis of the show, I reached 
out to Geoff  Peak, head of 
the Vancouver Fireworks 
Appreciation club. The club 
itself has a membership of 
over 25 individuals who take 
their love of fi reworks to the 
next level. Our interview 
started with Peak discussing 
the molecular construction 
of pyrotechnic combustibles 
for over 20 minutes, though I 
spent many of those moments 
zoned out due to overwhelming 
boredom. Perhaps if I had cared 
about the subject, I might be 
able to remember the reasons 
why those fi reworks look like 
Sideshow Bob’s hair. I think 
it has to do with the chemical 
makeup of the accelerants used 
in the projectiles. 
Peak and his group of 
obsessives were impressed with 
the show, but were not without 
criticisms: “The height of the 
Bengal Flare Barrage could have 
been at least 25 feet higher to 
achieve the desirable eff ect of 
colour saturation in the night 
sky. The ambiance of the show 
would have been better if the 
Pyrotechnicians had used more 
low noise and maroon fi reworks 
to set a more ‘romantic’ mood.”
Overall, the Vancouver 
Fireworks Appreciation club 
rated the show a fi ve out of ten. 
Though this may seem low, 
the highest score the group has 
ever awarded was a three out of 
ten. Peak was impressed with 
Canada’s eff ort but felt that 
some “Technical aspects that 
could have pushed the light 
show towards perfection were 
lacking.” What these aspects 
are I’m not too sure since I only 
understood a quarter of what 
the group members were saying. 
 However, the average 
person on the street seemed 
impressed with the display. 
Rachel Riley, a Coquitlam 
resident said “The fi reworks 
were amazing, I had so much 
fun last night. But now I’m 
hungover and can’t remember 
where these bruises came from 
or where I slept last night.” 
Fred Archer, a Port 
Coquitlam resident, likely 
summed up most peoples’ 
impression of the show: “I had 
fun last night, but I didn’t go for 
fi reworks. Sure, they go boom 
and look cool but I go for the 
party.”
Honda presents latest Vancouver Fireworks festival, attracts fanatics
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0G2jMY3j3mM
By Sophie Isbister, Life & Style Editor
This week’s Comedy Classic comes from two of Saturday Night Live’s 
funniest alumni and it’s one that gets my sides splitting every time I watch 
it.  What happens when the Golden Globes asks Wiig and Ferrell to review 
the nominees before presenting the award for Best Supporting Actress? They 
do a hilarious job pretending! Special nods go to the way the two veteran 
comedians expertly improvise with each other. Also keep an eye out fo r 
Tommy Lee Jones’ unimpressed reaction at 3:30!
‘We thank Facebook 
for thinking of us,’ 
says couple
By Sophie Isbister, Relationship 
Editor
Sandy Vine, 20, and George Chan, 22, are making waves 
in the halls of Douglas College 
over the controversial nature of 
their relationship. The couple, 
who have been together for 
almost eight months now, have 
come out as “Complicated.” 
Friends of the couple say 
tha t early Sunday morning, Vine 
changed her relationship status 
on the social media website 
Facebook to “In a Complicated 
Relationship.” Later that day, 
Chan and Vine’s pages both 
refl ected the reciprocal nature of 
their Complicated Relationship. 
The Other Press caught up with 
Vine to discuss what it means 
to blaze trails on campus for 
others who are in a complicated 
relationship, but may be too shy 
to come out about it. 
“It just feels so good to 
fi nally be out in the open about 
it,” says Vine, a 20-year-old 
resident of New Westminster 
and a Marketing student at the 
college. Vine expresses a desire 
to educate people on the realities 
of Complicated Relationships, 
and hopes that by speaking 
out she can break the silence 
surrounding this oft-maligned 
minority of couples.
“After about the third 
time we broke up and got back 
together two days later, Georgie 
and I fi nally had to sit down and 
really decide if our relationship 
was complicated or if we should 
just end it once and for all,” Vine 
says.  She adds: “I’m happy we 
decided to stay together, and to 
open up about the nature of our 
relationship. We’re complicated 
and proud!”
Friends of the couple 
weren’t surprised to hear this 
type of announcement from 
Vine and Chan. “It was getting 
to be a little bit confusing,” says 
Robert Calderson, friend of 
Chan. “It was hard to fi gure out 
if they were going to be together 
or not by the weekend. It made 
it very diffi  cult to plan parties or 
group outings. I’m glad they’re 
out in the open about it.” 
Maisie Dickens, 19, who 
describes herself as Vine’s 
‘bestie,’ says she is happy for 
her friend and hopes that their 
Complicated Relationship will 
be strong enough to weather 
the stigma attached to their type 
of union. “Sandy has always 
walked to the beat of her own 
drum,” Dickens tells us, adding 
that in high school the bubbly 
and popular girl was often 
in relationships that seemed 
as though they may be more 
complicated than not.
Both students hope they 
can serve as an example for 
others in similar situations. 
Chan tells The Other Press, “I 
love Sandy, but there is just 
something so complicated about 
us being together. Like the 
constant arguing and bickering. 
It probably won’t stop now that 
we’ve come out as Complicated, 
but at least now we know where 
we stand.”
At press time, there has 
been no word on how the 
parents of the couple are taking 
the news, but there have been 
reports of hand-wringing, and 
Chan’s mother may have been 
overheard saying, “Kids these 
days.” The couple is considering 
starting a support group for 
other students in Complicated 
Relationships.
College couple comes out as ‘Complicated’
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